Green
Conference
Guide

WELCOME

Welcome to Lindau!
And welcome to a week of
looking towards the future and
deliberating solutions together
for the challenges we face
today.
Everyone joining us here in
Lindau traveled a greater or
shorter distance by some
means of transportation.
You came by train, car, and

Degermoos
47° 38‘ 12,98‘‘ N
9° 47‘ 18,07‘‘ E

many by plane, coming from
Europe, Africa, Asia, Australia,
North or South America. On
average, each of your individual
journeys to Lindau has
generated an astounding 1,280
kg of carbon dioxide (CO2).
Throughout our week in
Lindau, we will be meeting
in the newly expanded and
renovated Inselhalle. We will
listen to lectures, eat and drink

together, and participate in
social events. Meeting bags,
programmes, participant
directories, presents, badges
and lanyards will be provided.
All these papers, gadgets and
trinkets we use during our
meeting cost resources and
energy. They create waste and
CO2 (and more).
Taking this into account, one
could think it would be best

to host fewer conferences and
travel less.
We, however, also believe that
scientific exchange and the
inspiration we share during the
Lindau Meetings are of utmost
value. So, what then can we do
to minimise or compensate the
negative consequences of our
actions? This guide should help
answer this question.

WHAT WE DO
We are continuously working
to make the Lindau Nobel
Laureate Meetings more
eco-friendly. Here are a few of
the measures we have implemented so far:
At the meeting
• Our renovated and improved
venue is now more energy-efficient than before. The
Inselhalle is also part of a
network implementing sustainable event management
measures.
• We offer fully organic food,
wherever possible of local
origin.
• We try to avoid disposable
(plastic) catering items.
• All our printed materials are
CO2 neutral (using certificates).
• Wherever possible, materials
are produced without mixed
materials (i.e. paper-plastic
compounds) in order to make
recycling easier.
• Our meeting bags are made
of felt, and our umbrellas are
also eco-friendly.

• We try to sort and recycle all
waste produced.
• We encourage our partners
and suppliers to implement
similar measures.
• We try to achieve CO2 emission compensation through
our marshland project.
In our office
• We try to avoid printing
whenever possible and use
recycled paper.
• We buy equipment made
from sustainable, recycled,
and/or recyclable materials,
with high energy efficiency,
trustworthy certificates, etc.
• Our power comes from renewable sources, and we try
to avoid unnecessary heating
or other resource consumption.
• We try to limit travel, preferring trains over cars and
planes, when reasonable.

76 Nobel Laureates signed the Mainau
Declaration 2015 calling for immediate
action regarding climate change.

OUR PROJECT
To counteract the climate
damaging effects of excess
anthropogenic CO2 emissions,
we are supporting a marshland
renaturation project in the area
called the „Degermoos“.
Why Marshlands?
• Marshlands play a key role
when it comes to climate
protection – they are highly
efficient natural carbon
reservoirs.
• Marshlands accumulate
and preserve dead biomass
because low oxygen conditions prevent its degradation.
Consequently, most organic
carbon remains in the soil
and only little is remineralised and ends up as CO2 in the
atmosphere.
• Marshlands on average
store 700 tons of carbon per
hectare. That’s six times the
amount a forest can store!
• Around 30% of the world’s
soil-bound carbon is stored
in marshlands although they
only cover 3% of the land
surface.
• The drainage of marshlands
leads to the creation of greenhouse gases such as carbon

dioxide (CO2) and nitrous oxide (N2O), which is 310 times
as climate damaging as CO2.
Renaturation of Marshlands
• Marshlands in their natural
state are mostly climate neutral or can be CO2 sinks. The
most important factors are
the water levels and an intact
ecosystem.
• The renaturation of marshlands has the great benefit
of binding and saving vast
amounts of greenhouse gases,
most notably CO2.
• Restoration particularly
includes the careful rewetting
of marshlands by removing
drainage channels.
You can learn more about the
positive climate effects caused
by the restoration of marshlands at: www.degermoos.org

Top left: The swamp cranberry
is a small inconspicuous plant
of the raised marshlands.
Top right: The carnivorous sundew
compensates for a lack of nutrients
in the marsh by digesting insects.
Bottom: Drainage channel

FACTS & NUMBERS

Peat ditch refilled
with water

The map below shows average
CO2 emissions for flights from
various destinations to Zurich,
and the approximate CO2 compensation costs.

Calculating effects such as
CO2 emissions of conferences
is difficult, as there are many
influencing factors. Catering,
lodging and printed matters
lead to emissions, but as for climate effects, participant travel
plays by far the largest role.

The numbers are based on an
analysis by atmosfair and recent scientific literature. Check
out www.degermoos.org for
a more detailed description of
how we have calculated costs
and effects.

Distance, routes and aircraft
types determine emissions, but
can hardly be influenced by
travellers.

Moscow
Boston
Los Angeles

5,769 kg
133 €

3,415 kg
80 €

Paris

270 kg
6€

2,822 kg
65 €

6,640 kg
153 €

Beijing
Dubai

Kinshasa

Buenos Aires

1,062 kg
25 €

2,407 kg
56 €

Cape Town
4,949 kg
114 €

4,203 kg
97 €

Sydney

9,626 kg
223 €

WHAT YOU CAN DO

Pristine raised marshland surface,
home to many typical plants such
as sundew, swamp cranberries
and cotton-grass

We invite you to support our
CO2 compensation project
with a donation!
A donation box is available at the registration
counter. You can also donate online at
www.degermoos.org.
For example, with 10 €, you can compensate for
approximately 435 kg of CO2 produced –
a great start!
If every participant donated 31 €, we could
compensate all of our CO2 emissions.

The Degermoos covers an area of 72 hectares.
Renaturation allows for the storage and
avoidance of approx. 30 tons of CO2 per
hectare per year, resulting in an annual CO2
compensation of 2.160 tons.
However, marshland renaturation is a process
that takes many years, or even decades.
So it‘s time we get started.

Constructed pond,
home to rare dragonfly species
such as the large white-faced
darter and the pygmy damselfly

www.lindau-nobel.org
www.degermoos.org

